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Industrial policy – interventions taken by governments to grow, protect, and boost specific 
sectors and make their national economies more competitive – is making a comeback. 
As observed by the IMF, there have been more than 2500 industrial policy interventions 
worldwide in 2023. The trend has become only more intense with the second presidency 
of Donald Trump. His administration prioritizes revitalizing domestic manufacturing and 
maintain America’s technological dominance vis-à-vis competitors, particularly China. 
Despite past criticisms of his predecessor, Joe Biden, Trump has signalled no intent to claw 
back the Inflation Reduction Act, Biden’s signatory industrial policy. Meanwhile, China is 
increasing efforts to reach global leadership in high-tech industries. The EU and Japan also 
have put in place industrial policies to strengthen their industrial competitiveness. The EU 
announced the European Chips Act to develop mass production capacity of semiconductors 
and advancement in emerging technologies such as quantum computing, while Japan, an 
exemplar of developmental state and a front-runner in economic security, has unleashed 
policies to diversify manufacturing bases away from China and strengthen its supply chain 
resilience. 

Overall, a structural transformation of the world economy’s paradigmatic emphasis from 
globalized free trade toward localized industrial growth – if not outright protectionism – is 
taking place. In such an unprecedented and uncertain context, industrial policy has become 
an increasingly regular and indispensable tool for all major economies.

While the importance of industrial policy is well-known, several intriguing questions warrant 
further studies: What structural transformation has the global economy undergone in recent 
decades? How do industrial policies of the world’s major economies (e.g., the US, China, and 
EU, etc.) compare? Which sectors, regions, and communities are most affected by those 
industrial policies? What consequences do these industrial policies likely produce? What 
policy recommendations should scholars and experts advocate in the public and advise to 
policymakers?

To address these pressing questions, the Institute of Public Policy at the South China 
University of Technology (IPP, SCUT), the School of Business Administration, South China 
University of Technology (SBA, SCUT) and the National Centre for Applied Economics 
Studies (CiMET) coorganize online and on-site workshops. The workshops will enable 
scholars to share their works relevant to the intended subject, facilitating international 
and interdisciplinary dialogues on how industrial policy will shape and be shaped by a 
transforming global economy.
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Workshop: Structural Transformations, Industrial Policy and Innovation
Program

10.00-10.15: Welcome and greetings
By GUO Hai (IPP), HUANG Manli (SCUT), Marco R. DI TOMMASO (CiMET).

10.15-12.00: SESSION 1  |  Structural Transformation of the Global Economy: current 
trajectories and future evolutions
Chair: Chiara POLLIO
Speaker 1: Marco R. DI TOMMASO and Elisa BARBIERI, The on-going structural 
transformations of the Global Value Chain: Rethinking Industrial Policy (15 mins)
Speaker 2: YU Li, Decoding Involution in Chinese Enterprises’ Overseas Expansion: Causes, 
Consequences, and Solutions (15 mins)
Speaker 3: Lauretta RUBINI and Iole DE SIMONE, Reconfiguration of value chains in strategic 
sectors: the role of China in the changing contemporary geo-political scenarios (15 mins)
Speaker 4: GUO Hai, Structural Transformation and Economic Security Dilemma in the 
Trump 2.0 Era (15 mins)
Speaker 5: Giancarlo CORÒ, Diversification, complexity and the transformations of Global 
Value Chains (15 mins)
Q&A, discussion (30 min)

12.00-13.15: Lunch Break

13.15-14.30: SESSION 2  |  Industrial policies, firms and resilience
Chair: GUO Hai
Speaker 1: Chiara POLLIO and Elena PRODI, Measuring post-shock resilience for 
policymaking: A study on Chinese provinces and manufacturing. (15 mins)
Speaker 2: ZHU Yanling, Towards a transnational approach to digital platform governance: 
Cases of social media industries (15 mins)
Speaker 3: Riccardo RINALDI, Building Resilient International Development through Green 
Employment in the EU and Asia (15 mins)
Speaker 4: ZHENG Qiang, Wide Nets Catch More (Useful and Less-useful): Top Managers’ 
Regulatory Focus and Innovation Efficiency (15 mins)
Q&A, discussion (15 min)

14.30-15.45: SESSION 3  |  Innovation and business strategies in a changing world
Chair: Elisa BARBIERI
Speaker 1: LIU Yi, From Big Data to Rich Meaning: The Dynamic Process of Constructing 
Digital Technology Based Interpretation Systems in Chinese Enterprise (15 mins)
Speaker 2: Claudio PETTI and Giulia PELLEGRINO, Environmental Policies, Firms’ Innovation 
and International Trade. The Catch-up Issue (15 mins)
Speaker 3: DAI Mingjie, GPT diffusion and China-U.S. AI competition: Reflections on 
Deepseek (15 mins)
Speaker 4: Gaetano VECCHIONE and Paola DE VIVO, The role of Higher Education Institutions 
Technology Transfer in the Localization of High-Technology Firms (15 mins)
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Q&A, discussion (15 min)

15.45-16.00 - Break

16.00-17.30: SESSION 4  |  Sectors, territories and transitions
Chair: CHEN Jiahui
Speaker 1: ZHAO Wei, Industrial policies for dynamic ecosystems – Explaining the rapid 
growth of China’s new energy vehicle (NEV) industry (15 mins)
Speaker 2: Vincenzo FASONE, The challenges of tourism industry: skills upgrading, 
technological innovation and sustainability (15 mins)
Speaker 3: CAO Chu, Data Analytics for Better Smart City Services (15 mins)
Speaker 4: Emanuele FELICE, Territorial unbalances in the long run: the Italian case (15 
mins)
Q&A, discussion (30 min)

17.30-18.00: Open discussion & brainstorming on future joint activities

18.00: Conclusions

Participants: 
Chinese Scholars from the School of Business Administration, SCUT: CAO Chu, HUANG 
Manli, LIU Yi, ZHENG Qiang.
Chinese Scholars from the Institute of Public Policy, SCUT: CHEN Jiahui, DAI Mingjie, GUO 
Hai, LI Ting, LIU Jia, JIANG Yuhao, LIN Huihuang, YU Li, LI Mingling, LU Keling, XU Weijun, 
YANG Lijun, YANG Tingxuan, ZHAO Chenye, ZHAO Wei, ZHANG Xinyi, ZHUANG Wenyue, 
ZHENG Kaifang, ZHU Yanling.
Italian Scholars:  Marco R. DI TOMMASO (CiMET and University of Bologna), Elisa BARBIERI 
(CiMET and University of Venice), Giancarlo CORÒ (CiMET and University of Venice), Iole 
DE SIMONE (CiMET and University of Parma), Paola DE VIVO (University of Naples Federico 
II), Vincenzo FASONE (CiMET and University of Enna KORE), Emanuele FELICE (CiMET and 
IULM), Giulia PELLEGRINO (CiMET and University of Lecce), Claudio PETTI (CiMET and 
University of Lecce), Chiara POLLIO (CiMET and University of Ferrara), Elena PRODI  (CiMET 
and Milan Polytechnic), Riccardo RINALDI (CiMET and University of Parma), Lauretta RUBINI 
(CiMET and University of Ferrara), Gaetano VECCHIONE (CiMET and University of Naples 
Federico II).   


